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ACA 16 — The California Green Amendment.

SUMMARY:

ACA 16 will amend the State’s constitution to enshrine
the right to clean air, water, and a healthy environment
for every Californian.

BACKGROUND

For many vyears, California has led the nation in
combating the effects of climate change. From
statutorily protecting the right to affordable drinking
water, to advancing statewide air quality and emissions
standards, California continues to lead. However, despite
all of these efforts, the California Constitution still has
no permanent environmental language in it. In fact,
many other states are ahead of California in their efforts
to establish the right to a healthy environment for all of
their residents. These “Green Amendments” are
becoming commonplace for states seeking to further
protect and affirm environmental rights.

Most recently, in 2021, the state of New York proposed
to amend its constitution to add environmental
language. With a resounding 70% of the public voting in
support, it is clear that green amendments are both
necessary and desired. To date, Nevada, New Mexico,
Hawaii, Connecticut, Texas, Maine, Tennessee, West
Virginia, and Washington all have introduced green
amendment language.

PROBLEM:

California is a leader in environmental policy. Our state
sets a tone for the nation and often the world. Still, the
40 million people who call California home do not have a
fundamental right to clean air, water, and a healthy
environment. Without a constitutional right, all of the
progress we have made is momentary and subject to
potential rollbacks. It also leaves California increasingly
vulnerable to changes in federal policy. If our state is to
continue making equitable environmental progress, it is
imperative that we join the growing list of states who
have moved to enshrine environmental rights in their
constitutions.

SOLUTION:

ACA 16 will codify the right to clean air, water, and a
healthy environment for every Californian. It will provide
a foundation for the laws the legislature has fought to
pass, and provide a permanent guidepost for our
longevity and sustainability. Moreover, ACA 16 has the
potential to ensure that 1 in 8 Americans has the
fundamental and constitutionally protected right to
clean air, water, and a healthy environment.

SUPPORT:

Center for Biological Diversity (co-sponsor)
Center for Community Action and Environmental Justice
(co-sponsor)

Community Water Center (co-sponsor)
Human Impact Partners (co-sponsor)
Green Amendments for the Generations
(co-sponsor) Climate Equity Policy Center
(co-sponsor)

Sunrise Movement LA (co-sponsor)
NextGen CA

CA Environmental Voters

Communities for a Better Environment

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Michelle Persoff | Senior Field Representative
Office of Assemblymember Isaac Bryan
(310)641-5410

michelle.persoff@asm.ca.gov
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RESUMEN:

ACA 16 va enmendar la constitucion del Estado de
California para consagrar el derecho humano al agua
en la constitucién y también declarar un derecho al
aire limpio y un ambiente sano para mas de 40
millones de personas.

CONTEXTO:

Por muchos afios, el Estado de California ha estado a
la delantera en los Estados Unidos para combatir los
efectos malos del cambio climatico. Desde la
proteccién por ley del derecho al agua limpia en 2012
hasta el avance de las normas estatales sobre calidad
del aire y emisiones, California sigue al frente.

Sin embargo, a pesar de todos estos esfuerzos, la
Constitucién de California sigue sin incluir lenguaje
garantizando derechos ambientales al aire limpio y
un ambiente sano. Hasta hoy, muchos otros estados
van por delante de California en sus esfuerzos por
establecer el derecho a un ambiente sano para todos
sus residentes. Estas "Enmiendas Verdes" se estan
convirtiendo en algo regular para los Estados que
buscan proteger y afirmar aun mas los derechos
ambientales.

Mas recientemente, en 2021, el Estado de Nueva York
propuso enmendar su constitucién para afiadir
derechos ambientales. Con un apoyo del 70% de los
votantes, esta claro que las enmiendas ecoldgicas son
necesarias y deseadas. Hasta la fecha, Nevada, Nuevo
México, Hawai, Connecticut, Texas, Maine, Tennessee,
Virginia Occidental y Washington han introducido
enmiendas ecoldgicas.

EL PROBLEMA:

California es lider en las politicas ecolégicas. Nuestro
estado marca la pauta para la nacién y el mundo. Sin
embargo, los 40 millones de personas que viven en
California no tienen un derecho fundamental al aire
limpio, y a un ambiente sano. Sin un derecho
constitucional, todos los avances que hemos logrado
son momentdneos y estdn sujetos a posibles
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retrocesos. Ademads, California es cada vez mas
vulnerable a los cambios en la politica federal.

Si queremos que nuestro Estado siga avanzando hacia
un futuro donde todos tengan un ambiente
equitativo, es imperativo que nos unamos a la
creciente lista de Estados que han decidido consagrar
los derechos ambientales en sus constituciones.

SOLUCION :

La ACA 16 codificara el derecho de todos los Californianos
al aire y agua limpios y un ambiente sano. Proporcionara
una base para las leyes que la legislatura ha luchado por
aprobar, y proporcionard un punto de referencia
permanente para nuestra longevidad y sostenibilidad.
Ademas, la ACA 16 tiene el potencial de garantizar que 1
de cada 8 personas en los Estados Unidos tenga el
derecho fundamental y constitucionalmente protegido al
aire limpio, al agua y a un ambiente sano.

APOIANTES:

Center for Biological Diversity (co-sponsor)

Center for Community Action & Environmental Justice
(co-sponsor)

El Centro Comunitaria Por El Agua (co-sponsor)
Human Impact Partners (co-sponsor)

Green Amendments for the Generations (co-sponsor)
Climate Equity Policy Center (co-sponsor)

Sunrise Movement LA (co-sponsor)

NextGen CA

CA Environmental Voters

Communities for a Better Environment

PARA MAS INFORMACION :

Michelle Persoff | Senior Field Representative
Office of Assemblymember Isaac Bryan

(310) 641-5410

michelle.persoff@asm.ca.gov
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