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  January 30th, 2026 

 
Members of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives 
Pennsylvania State Capitol 
501 N 3rd St 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
 
RE: Opposition to House Bill 2151 

Dear Members of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives, 

The Delaware Riverkeeper Network and Green Amendments For The Generations are in strong 
opposition to House Bill 2151 (HB2151).  We urge you to remove your name as a cosponsor and to 
reject this irresponsible and dangerous legislative proposal that undermines local government authority 
and we believe violates the constitutional rights and duties of municipal government and the people of 
Pennsylvania.  

No data center project is the same. No Pennsylvania community is the same. As being proposed 
and pursued, HB2151 will usurp the authority and the right of municipalities to set standards and 
ultimately approve or deny data center projects based on their community impacts, benefits, and their 
implications for the character, health, safety, welfare, needs and environments of the proposed host 
community. The cookie cutter approach that HB2151 proposes for municipal data center ordinances is 
dangerous for communities and a clear part of a state legislative strategy to fast track data centers with 
little oversight.   

In addition, HB2151 forces an approach to this very damaging, impactful, and invasive land use 
that stands to violate Article 1, Section 27 of the state constitution.  HB2151 is clearly intended to 
prevent and/or significantly inhibit, municipal government from appropriately exercising their 
constitutional duties, authorities, and obligations to ensure their actions and decisions do not infringe on 
protected environmental rights and fulfills natural resource trust obligations as required by Article 1 
Section 27 of the Pennsylvania State constitution. As such, HB2151 as being proposed appears itself to 
be unconstitutional. 

The Municipalities Planning Code (MPC) is the legal authority that allows municipalities to 
exercise their constitutional authority over land use to protect the health, safety, welfare, and character 
of their community. The MPC is the foundation for giving local government the ability and 
responsibility of balancing private development rights with the rights of their residents. Land use 
decisions are to be made locally, based on locally adopted comprehensive plans, public participation, 
and the unique character of each municipality, including its environment and natural resources. The 
MPC was not intended to be repurposed as a method for promoting specific industries or accelerating 
preferred forms of development. Allowing the Department of Community and Economic Development 
(DCED) to shape zoning outcomes through model ordinances fundamentally alters the character of the 
MPC and erodes the protections it was designed to provide. HB2151 now weighs the scale in favor of 
industry rather than community.  
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Section 603(a) of the MPC states in part that zoning ordinances should “give consideration to the 
character of the municipality, the needs of the citizens and the suitabilities and special nature of 
particular parts of the municipality.” HB2151 proposes changes to the MPC that accommodate a single 
land use category and will create cookie cutter ordinance language that will not “give consideration to 
the character of the municipality, the needs of the citizens and the suitabilities and special nature of 
particular parts of each municipality”. Data centers bring a myriad of impacts and concerns that are core 
to communities including water usage and supply, energy demands, noise pollution, air pollution, light 
pollution, health impacts, ecosystem damage, and the ability of communities to self-determine the 
priority and placement they wish to see regarding industry, commercial businesses, ecotourism-focused 
businesses, residential uses, agriculture, and natural green space. Placing a model ordinance for one 
specific type of industry sets the precedent for every type of industry to have a model ordinance placed 
into the MPC that fails to account for the specific municipality’s character and needs and throwing local 
zoning authority out the window. The MPC should remain neutral as to any specific type of industry or 
zoning and leave it to local authorities to design and pass ordinances that reflect the character of their 
community.  

Individuals and communities as a whole have shown up in unprecedented numbers to stand 
against data centers coming into their community and using the energy, the land, development and 
industrial practices the company’s are proposing – as well as the dearth of information data center 
developers are providing for community and municipal government consideration. In order to exercise 
their duties pursuant to the constitution and state law, municipalities are passing data center ordinances 
that reflect the needs, character, health, safety and welfare of their community. HB2151 is a clear attack 
on municipal authority, seeking instead to hand the data center industry a gift basket disguised as an 
ordinance.   

While the original intent, months back, may have been to provide a helpful resource that 
supports local government decisionmaking, this legislation has taken a dangerous turn and is now 
clearly intended to mandate specific requirements in every community that will allow data centers to 
advance quickly and easily, and in places and spaces that inflict irreparable harm on health, safety, 
welfare, community character and environment. The better – and very needed -- solution would be to 
enact a statewide moratorium on data centers and their accompanying systems in order to allow local 
government the time to craft fully informed ordinances that reflect the priorities and character of their 
communities.  

HB2151 is incompatible with the intent of the MPC and our state constitution, places a thumb on 
the scale in favor one sector of industry, and opens the door to similar model ordinance requirements 
while eroding away municipal authority over protecting the character of our Pennsylvania communities. 
We urge the House Energy Committee to oppose HB2151 and leave the MPC untouched. We urge all 
sponsors to remove their support for this irresponsible and dangerous piece of legislation.  

Respectfully, 

Maya K. van Rossum, the Delaware Riverkeeper & Founder of Green Amendments For The 
Generations 

Anneke van Rossum 
Advocacy and Advancement Coordinator, Delaware Riverkeeper Network 




