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DEVELOPING Verizon outage disrupts calling and data services across the US 33m ago

OPINION

Commentary: Owasco Lake case highlights
the value of New York's Green Amendment

Even with clear science and strong laws, environmental protection projects can get stuck. This case
shows how enshrining environmental rights in our constitution can get things moving again.
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An inlet leads to Owasco Lake in New York's Finger Lakes region.
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Owasco Lake provides drinking water and swimming,
fishing and boating for tens of thousands of Cayuga County
residents. Dangerous harmful algal blooms are, however,
growing in Owasco Lake with increasing frequency and
severity, rendering the water unsafe to drink and recreation
dangerous. Drinking water suppliers are forced to use

expensive treatments and beaches are often closed.
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’ Commentary: Owasco Lake case highlights
the value of New York's Green Amendment

A recent case from Cayuga County illustrates
how even with strong laws, a motivated
community, clear science and significant
harms, special interests can obstruct the
adoption of solutions to environmental
problems — and how New York's Green

Amendment can help get things unstuck.


https://www.timesunion.com/business/article/verizon-outage-disrupts-calling-and-data-services-21295060.php
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Ck9-cSANoaYDHA7jPrr4P7YSz0AqC343ChAHy7K-2mBWd5-WxoUcQASC744ckYMnGqYvApNgPoAGdroHeKcgBAeACAKgDAcgDCqoEqwRP0IB-W96pEWkQI1yOyZT1QICsQiK1g9dIWYL1O3loc8sF663FVO3XxHQGgSGUThHr2dkMM0P86JyXbHgoctGYuBVVGiBTl48lSK5sRDdmLNL9fugIUAmHSOBsvVHKZrBIxLFE2p8KCbWdkwUbuta5ynrkFYCcjlLFwgcxQe1Djaj7m6Yi-IwJ8fQekQ5gGod4xVGu9Dhnpg6hbtdKqa6cy9Lpxe2wNHCYJPALbFlsKUhJMxjDKNMbSdpYnpznplOcVvCH_KxuoMsekmum5WiF-6AOReRd2NUwZj5aOstGEcqXQnGsWUM9tSWFhRdUkPAenhbe4oBsI8OfvU1nrjhnqcaSHYNaH0g-HFbtd99uwt3J7Gvm9cIcIr00wC5Vo5KHDMs0Mdl9PjAU7BMh8Qq1qu6aaml0h9cXL9rveFIJ1Z_kiKUcXukmBRu6d-izL0-sKFJoyvhOWKz0xR1JS5VN4mMROS-Ze30c7yE_QkiEsngQyMar4wBaQYWMuWDZ1ueAndN2JNfVjhn67XBHJ3UPd353cX2eM58F4amcjUCE_Hnnrt8Ba3WpfE8uMaumk4J7bQ4Bgwfc7d-dP_DYqYuvm0DWwhE_TYCYhmjRriJ-gkNPKcU_kyraT9jnZJO9tn6aFucOymtSBM35NSj24hpGgN7GYkTA0zyhUclFbJtiw1D8BLlTPZMl3TGCYcWkRNhNIDUAvSZlmyEIkyMnCyPduZi_DmjByoH5OSjABJaX_8GyBeAEAYgFuZeSh1aAB53m0b0EqAenzLECqAfi2LECqAemvhuoB8zOsQKoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH8OAbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAfVyRuoB9m2sQKoB5oGqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAf4wrECqAf7wrEC2AcB0ggvCIBhEAEYnQEyCIqCgICAgIAIOg2AQIDAgICAgKiAAqgDSL39wTpY2LrF4PWLkgOxCROuVyWKLdpvgAoDmAsByAsBogwDkAEBqg0CVVPIDQHiDRMIwejF4PWLkgMVuKfLAR1twgyq6g0TCKvPxuD1i5IDFbinywEdbcIMqogO____________AdgTDNAVAZgWAcoWAgoA-BYBgBcBshcOGAEqCjc0NTE3ODk5MDC6FwI4AaoYFwkAAAAABuUqQRIKNzQ1MTc4OTkwMBgBshgJEgKLTxgBIgEA0BgB6BgBshkBN8IZAggB&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIgIvJ4PWLkgMVuKfLAR1twgyqEAEYASAAEgISGvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQS-gEA56J1ecHdOCL5EPLno5_FAci7L1iuiXfhPIa5YvGrRD7_lPaEPDKVBpwaXN82EL7VDsgK7-DX54NEY4TEFpqqQudWjepbIKIQ2g2z_KmvUiSWa8nexjOGcFl-ZRFHSA1EFu3maTTRBszOA_uQDWtP0Rw1uM-RnzKneyL4ZVDw9XPQZ1ygsexeIov5g4HhvDb9E27kwumCfHMZTEfOFE_Nmozg6F2Rlcj6GdXiOZqPIl9XlqaUxLB13QWN3QSHFaJcJOMXQlO4wOzZwtMXCRpnKYq6A4GExDJCEAXDe2knfU-HJ4wffEzTyHp28v7-DeuADb6b040uyQaxGAE&sig=AOD64_00vLlmikZQT-BI44Nxvr4uoQ7VkQ&client=ca-pub-1301581561755234&rf=4&nb=0&adurl=https://simple.life/survey/yoga%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_content%3DCIA_ChairStretchFlow_091025%7Cfull_rda_chair_yoga_310725%26placement%3Dwww.timesunion.com%26campaign_id%3D23100427193%26adgroup_id%3D185358863254%26ad_id%3D786055172788%7C%26utm_campaign%3DUS_All_GDN_Core_tCPA-click_YogaGS_CIA_ChairStretchFlow_Web_AllDev_PK_0505_091025_printable%26lptype%3Dmain_loader%26lpid%3Dprintable_chair_yoga%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D23100427193
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Ck9-cSANoaYDHA7jPrr4P7YSz0AqC343ChAHy7K-2mBWd5-WxoUcQASC744ckYMnGqYvApNgPoAGdroHeKcgBAeACAKgDAcgDCqoEqwRP0IB-W96pEWkQI1yOyZT1QICsQiK1g9dIWYL1O3loc8sF663FVO3XxHQGgSGUThHr2dkMM0P86JyXbHgoctGYuBVVGiBTl48lSK5sRDdmLNL9fugIUAmHSOBsvVHKZrBIxLFE2p8KCbWdkwUbuta5ynrkFYCcjlLFwgcxQe1Djaj7m6Yi-IwJ8fQekQ5gGod4xVGu9Dhnpg6hbtdKqa6cy9Lpxe2wNHCYJPALbFlsKUhJMxjDKNMbSdpYnpznplOcVvCH_KxuoMsekmum5WiF-6AOReRd2NUwZj5aOstGEcqXQnGsWUM9tSWFhRdUkPAenhbe4oBsI8OfvU1nrjhnqcaSHYNaH0g-HFbtd99uwt3J7Gvm9cIcIr00wC5Vo5KHDMs0Mdl9PjAU7BMh8Qq1qu6aaml0h9cXL9rveFIJ1Z_kiKUcXukmBRu6d-izL0-sKFJoyvhOWKz0xR1JS5VN4mMROS-Ze30c7yE_QkiEsngQyMar4wBaQYWMuWDZ1ueAndN2JNfVjhn67XBHJ3UPd353cX2eM58F4amcjUCE_Hnnrt8Ba3WpfE8uMaumk4J7bQ4Bgwfc7d-dP_DYqYuvm0DWwhE_TYCYhmjRriJ-gkNPKcU_kyraT9jnZJO9tn6aFucOymtSBM35NSj24hpGgN7GYkTA0zyhUclFbJtiw1D8BLlTPZMl3TGCYcWkRNhNIDUAvSZlmyEIkyMnCyPduZi_DmjByoH5OSjABJaX_8GyBeAEAYgFuZeSh1aAB53m0b0EqAenzLECqAfi2LECqAemvhuoB8zOsQKoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH8OAbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAfVyRuoB9m2sQKoB5oGqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAf4wrECqAf7wrEC2AcB0ggvCIBhEAEYnQEyCIqCgICAgIAIOg2AQIDAgICAgKiAAqgDSL39wTpY2LrF4PWLkgOxCROuVyWKLdpvgAoDmAsByAsBogwDkAEBqg0CVVPIDQHiDRMIwejF4PWLkgMVuKfLAR1twgyq6g0TCKvPxuD1i5IDFbinywEdbcIMqogO____________AdgTDNAVAZgWAcoWAgoA-BYBgBcBshcOGAEqCjc0NTE3ODk5MDC6FwI4AaoYFwkAAAAABuUqQRIKNzQ1MTc4OTkwMBgBshgJEgKLTxgBIgEA0BgB6BgBshkBN8IZAggB&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIgIvJ4PWLkgMVuKfLAR1twgyqEAEYASAAEgISGvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQS-gEA56J1ecHdOCL5EPLno5_FAci7L1iuiXfhPIa5YvGrRD7_lPaEPDKVBpwaXN82EL7VDsgK7-DX54NEY4TEFpqqQudWjepbIKIQ2g2z_KmvUiSWa8nexjOGcFl-ZRFHSA1EFu3maTTRBszOA_uQDWtP0Rw1uM-RnzKneyL4ZVDw9XPQZ1ygsexeIov5g4HhvDb9E27kwumCfHMZTEfOFE_Nmozg6F2Rlcj6GdXiOZqPIl9XlqaUxLB13QWN3QSHFaJcJOMXQlO4wOzZwtMXCRpnKYq6A4GExDJCEAXDe2knfU-HJ4wffEzTyHp28v7-DeuADb6b040uyQaxGAE&sig=AOD64_00vLlmikZQT-BI44Nxvr4uoQ7VkQ&client=ca-pub-1301581561755234&rf=4&nb=7&adurl=https://simple.life/survey/yoga%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_content%3DCIA_ChairStretchFlow_091025%7Cfull_rda_chair_yoga_310725%26placement%3Dwww.timesunion.com%26campaign_id%3D23100427193%26adgroup_id%3D185358863254%26ad_id%3D786055172788%7C%26utm_campaign%3DUS_All_GDN_Core_tCPA-click_YogaGS_CIA_ChairStretchFlow_Web_AllDev_PK_0505_091025_printable%26lptype%3Dmain_loader%26lpid%3Dprintable_chair_yoga%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D23100427193
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Ck9-cSANoaYDHA7jPrr4P7YSz0AqC343ChAHy7K-2mBWd5-WxoUcQASC744ckYMnGqYvApNgPoAGdroHeKcgBAeACAKgDAcgDCqoEqwRP0IB-W96pEWkQI1yOyZT1QICsQiK1g9dIWYL1O3loc8sF663FVO3XxHQGgSGUThHr2dkMM0P86JyXbHgoctGYuBVVGiBTl48lSK5sRDdmLNL9fugIUAmHSOBsvVHKZrBIxLFE2p8KCbWdkwUbuta5ynrkFYCcjlLFwgcxQe1Djaj7m6Yi-IwJ8fQekQ5gGod4xVGu9Dhnpg6hbtdKqa6cy9Lpxe2wNHCYJPALbFlsKUhJMxjDKNMbSdpYnpznplOcVvCH_KxuoMsekmum5WiF-6AOReRd2NUwZj5aOstGEcqXQnGsWUM9tSWFhRdUkPAenhbe4oBsI8OfvU1nrjhnqcaSHYNaH0g-HFbtd99uwt3J7Gvm9cIcIr00wC5Vo5KHDMs0Mdl9PjAU7BMh8Qq1qu6aaml0h9cXL9rveFIJ1Z_kiKUcXukmBRu6d-izL0-sKFJoyvhOWKz0xR1JS5VN4mMROS-Ze30c7yE_QkiEsngQyMar4wBaQYWMuWDZ1ueAndN2JNfVjhn67XBHJ3UPd353cX2eM58F4amcjUCE_Hnnrt8Ba3WpfE8uMaumk4J7bQ4Bgwfc7d-dP_DYqYuvm0DWwhE_TYCYhmjRriJ-gkNPKcU_kyraT9jnZJO9tn6aFucOymtSBM35NSj24hpGgN7GYkTA0zyhUclFbJtiw1D8BLlTPZMl3TGCYcWkRNhNIDUAvSZlmyEIkyMnCyPduZi_DmjByoH5OSjABJaX_8GyBeAEAYgFuZeSh1aAB53m0b0EqAenzLECqAfi2LECqAemvhuoB8zOsQKoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH8OAbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAfVyRuoB9m2sQKoB5oGqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAf4wrECqAf7wrEC2AcB0ggvCIBhEAEYnQEyCIqCgICAgIAIOg2AQIDAgICAgKiAAqgDSL39wTpY2LrF4PWLkgOxCROuVyWKLdpvgAoDmAsByAsBogwDkAEBqg0CVVPIDQHiDRMIwejF4PWLkgMVuKfLAR1twgyq6g0TCKvPxuD1i5IDFbinywEdbcIMqogO____________AdgTDNAVAZgWAcoWAgoA-BYBgBcBshcOGAEqCjc0NTE3ODk5MDC6FwI4AaoYFwkAAAAABuUqQRIKNzQ1MTc4OTkwMBgBshgJEgKLTxgBIgEA0BgB6BgBshkBN8IZAggB&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIgIvJ4PWLkgMVuKfLAR1twgyqEAEYASAAEgISGvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQS-gEA56J1ecHdOCL5EPLno5_FAci7L1iuiXfhPIa5YvGrRD7_lPaEPDKVBpwaXN82EL7VDsgK7-DX54NEY4TEFpqqQudWjepbIKIQ2g2z_KmvUiSWa8nexjOGcFl-ZRFHSA1EFu3maTTRBszOA_uQDWtP0Rw1uM-RnzKneyL4ZVDw9XPQZ1ygsexeIov5g4HhvDb9E27kwumCfHMZTEfOFE_Nmozg6F2Rlcj6GdXiOZqPIl9XlqaUxLB13QWN3QSHFaJcJOMXQlO4wOzZwtMXCRpnKYq6A4GExDJCEAXDe2knfU-HJ4wffEzTyHp28v7-DeuADb6b040uyQaxGAE&sig=AOD64_00vLlmikZQT-BI44Nxvr4uoQ7VkQ&client=ca-pub-1301581561755234&rf=4&nb=8&adurl=https://simple.life/survey/yoga%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_content%3DCIA_ChairStretchFlow_091025%7Cfull_rda_chair_yoga_310725%26placement%3Dwww.timesunion.com%26campaign_id%3D23100427193%26adgroup_id%3D185358863254%26ad_id%3D786055172788%7C%26utm_campaign%3DUS_All_GDN_Core_tCPA-click_YogaGS_CIA_ChairStretchFlow_Web_AllDev_PK_0505_091025_printable%26lptype%3Dmain_loader%26lpid%3Dprintable_chair_yoga%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D23100427193
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Ck9-cSANoaYDHA7jPrr4P7YSz0AqC343ChAHy7K-2mBWd5-WxoUcQASC744ckYMnGqYvApNgPoAGdroHeKcgBAeACAKgDAcgDCqoEqwRP0IB-W96pEWkQI1yOyZT1QICsQiK1g9dIWYL1O3loc8sF663FVO3XxHQGgSGUThHr2dkMM0P86JyXbHgoctGYuBVVGiBTl48lSK5sRDdmLNL9fugIUAmHSOBsvVHKZrBIxLFE2p8KCbWdkwUbuta5ynrkFYCcjlLFwgcxQe1Djaj7m6Yi-IwJ8fQekQ5gGod4xVGu9Dhnpg6hbtdKqa6cy9Lpxe2wNHCYJPALbFlsKUhJMxjDKNMbSdpYnpznplOcVvCH_KxuoMsekmum5WiF-6AOReRd2NUwZj5aOstGEcqXQnGsWUM9tSWFhRdUkPAenhbe4oBsI8OfvU1nrjhnqcaSHYNaH0g-HFbtd99uwt3J7Gvm9cIcIr00wC5Vo5KHDMs0Mdl9PjAU7BMh8Qq1qu6aaml0h9cXL9rveFIJ1Z_kiKUcXukmBRu6d-izL0-sKFJoyvhOWKz0xR1JS5VN4mMROS-Ze30c7yE_QkiEsngQyMar4wBaQYWMuWDZ1ueAndN2JNfVjhn67XBHJ3UPd353cX2eM58F4amcjUCE_Hnnrt8Ba3WpfE8uMaumk4J7bQ4Bgwfc7d-dP_DYqYuvm0DWwhE_TYCYhmjRriJ-gkNPKcU_kyraT9jnZJO9tn6aFucOymtSBM35NSj24hpGgN7GYkTA0zyhUclFbJtiw1D8BLlTPZMl3TGCYcWkRNhNIDUAvSZlmyEIkyMnCyPduZi_DmjByoH5OSjABJaX_8GyBeAEAYgFuZeSh1aAB53m0b0EqAenzLECqAfi2LECqAemvhuoB8zOsQKoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH8OAbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAfVyRuoB9m2sQKoB5oGqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAf4wrECqAf7wrEC2AcB0ggvCIBhEAEYnQEyCIqCgICAgIAIOg2AQIDAgICAgKiAAqgDSL39wTpY2LrF4PWLkgOxCROuVyWKLdpvgAoDmAsByAsBogwDkAEBqg0CVVPIDQHiDRMIwejF4PWLkgMVuKfLAR1twgyq6g0TCKvPxuD1i5IDFbinywEdbcIMqogO____________AdgTDNAVAZgWAcoWAgoA-BYBgBcBshcOGAEqCjc0NTE3ODk5MDC6FwI4AaoYFwkAAAAABuUqQRIKNzQ1MTc4OTkwMBgBshgJEgKLTxgBIgEA0BgB6BgBshkBN8IZAggB&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIgIvJ4PWLkgMVuKfLAR1twgyqEAEYASAAEgISGvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQS-gEA56J1ecHdOCL5EPLno5_FAci7L1iuiXfhPIa5YvGrRD7_lPaEPDKVBpwaXN82EL7VDsgK7-DX54NEY4TEFpqqQudWjepbIKIQ2g2z_KmvUiSWa8nexjOGcFl-ZRFHSA1EFu3maTTRBszOA_uQDWtP0Rw1uM-RnzKneyL4ZVDw9XPQZ1ygsexeIov5g4HhvDb9E27kwumCfHMZTEfOFE_Nmozg6F2Rlcj6GdXiOZqPIl9XlqaUxLB13QWN3QSHFaJcJOMXQlO4wOzZwtMXCRpnKYq6A4GExDJCEAXDe2knfU-HJ4wffEzTyHp28v7-DeuADb6b040uyQaxGAE&sig=AOD64_00vLlmikZQT-BI44Nxvr4uoQ7VkQ&client=ca-pub-1301581561755234&rf=4&nb=1&adurl=https://simple.life/survey/yoga%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_content%3DCIA_ChairStretchFlow_091025%7Cfull_rda_chair_yoga_310725%26placement%3Dwww.timesunion.com%26campaign_id%3D23100427193%26adgroup_id%3D185358863254%26ad_id%3D786055172788%7C%26utm_campaign%3DUS_All_GDN_Core_tCPA-click_YogaGS_CIA_ChairStretchFlow_Web_AllDev_PK_0505_091025_printable%26lptype%3Dmain_loader%26lpid%3Dprintable_chair_yoga%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D23100427193
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AUJjZ_76t-9punzaIRB3smmHUwrzr_ZkjT3QZN54BRDHIilSPRPElnCt5NQdEZuaWq7d-PnIVlnsjSWsFhhasxc6p8Q3rApVJ2jTPrAkmGkjMwQI8hiXkXLlxcx7Pvhz5z4qLrscmCjrUXv1ySvkNh4i4_iE26WoT2uqF0eejkFVYGk-g280LQi4s0a0gg4l86dEF7UxJncpIBsREbWTSN8AsHHKby2jdllLZE-o3nwU1c3LC5i2uTUtwblE4wejXDXTAFtUi7wqy_ggMwZrOu8wLRUNDBoefzxljTcEcqFC4LnCtN9kpsJLgcr8nmS1VBOv_meMRdCJ0j3lzzo-Uk5QhX8nLrIV_pvBuCgWc-eO1QAY1cyoqSNN9EyFQ3Ih8_WDRTFhnB0q6b04LPLHjrs2X3AswfHLjWhRDiBlCgFCw0wRARug5ulVgYvtTaTF5kWP7N18Mnf9YVOCR6KyAwfUltR0u0FxB3rgs8k_FbQatRY58vvC8WoPMj4-QCebUbyYYbC7Tim9b5ZYx7kolou_Ve5xivPP7ApPUWouhvAiOh1Wdb_DcPiCz_Y5Bdikvy4kjsL9aFhGmYqXbZZIdTvWIl0ppXfNkLN6V7vIzAAPAVdouk_0Fi1y8UgnLkzu72-2Z4-dZ0zVdgPAoExR9Z-X1yxvJJdlq-Uecmf8JIEH1yOGkgsnYhvAWSUPtxekdcLzW3x1UVidpLb4nSLFjKiUFrRTDCtScuylUaE16Os2k1kVBmSEwY3muHuB-VvygX8VjqQkxQe7EhyT3PoGToKMS47sBOSYMalMWa_Ul3QPHJSd2mrqy_zQlrEnQtccrpwMmZuD3MMGDSCpX5vmumD0rPzh1OeSxkCHZDYZ6LHq7N4KHUEjYk2T0EjylO5Fx-oVvJ2aLddm0gDgIQR5gd60J9SjrtJIw2n-EusW5SrXOFfiKTJbZMGhFBf9QFAWHq7gAwwdytfRSxsRR_c4Mbeu_lVQkpf91msAOkqHsC2v8XBHUxwaXKQYhGgzh0NAiZH_-j25WwvqpyghlsPbXn7i3bInPaxHIBCYTWp17BGtXOJEA6pigoypABOh8hq7XEIFEGXnP1nOM6Nx93g_DvF7x_NjmhO6eqbVFfE_281STgz1tpOHqZPPWXEZ7WX0eWMI8mqJvMRrQM1XhxiT6TcBKH_R2Cq3pycy7sDYC4K_9md0ei0mP1P7m7E6vV_NyHWGbHIupg54qTemVHnjIUZ5EkH6IZ5i3fOgwOckoKXCE5yFlFCc-ZWyOaiK4HNy8bKG5gfZqFNFKKBq9Wfs8lOneH9f_9IPARRW4QFcCsBlaBHrGOSiOloJ7m9desjZt_mbd3HHh-PrIptKwx_2qkiE8DNQo401Wf6LnIpBXn0eQJOEC7GOjngSckZMstTDM0HhRfPqYgSp_EdmRT2S6IMpP4CKNPZe7gBwuJQ81G7Q8KXInh5LzmQ2geCPS82DK9U6yUHLEBvseUIkyP4bsCjVALB4cCG0iC_8LlKAoWLd5B9cEvsplnniJXSFQ-KnhtSL1fikEVeHIbYcXeC95jO0KdopY-4PBGh24RkiqDJ2txzXLlGxkZ_p2gnoFjrVuj3Roq3lfkjRTxZDjpMXHQ8zTrS_-B_VFQngkf3PnVHhE-D5QY3kWWJSXRY2NG8Akaelab8WuftTGLUtaobeu2dVdZUhzxq1nrVlGTkZsgsMCVjQL8sR3GD2AR0F5zq9le0gmkqOjQOz_2D8EjG27ghUqF-HgM57ctTuTnEeUYD8QSK1XKfFSgAydu6s6U6h_-Mje1tiGuM5sfbQeTwTMDNgm2p_P2E2A-0zh19QFGlrV2nlL-gZpIOfKXMHBc8oQ24SBe2hL8gZ_-bzZI18l5-H6H6EDLqVSpuAFdc46BNuq_3ZhR6WIKCxfTKN7Rmgnzt2W7tHRO-fDTT3xwUNMU7ZtoAw64TYSZrnsumzNnLLq2i8aUckzMYsypdP7GkIMGjNRDXbU71nHneh-aVESxLgcoC8tEnAmlDrqdjtuTegCXc2KuODNr4GobQOu_NKOpq-QSKpJ9wKSdPRbTwfpS7HuqKdlcqU7eEJ9FW0_23RxSoYucjHZMFgoA5szJx2RwbWrIqvpfzB_wznCfVJUBeP4s3QyDQGRpDsSsNY7jXisia_KvZvEXprN68DQmb4oSIMx2CdvQSry4ak5X-puZBDuL2wAU9KzBIMOo3TTGP80oodepg_STQG96oHsFzShOJL2Mzz3-ynhbnOlEX-C_aA1uZtmbBmULZbcD4WsfFSX5AHUqQomfJSdaJBChYdIY_vCuzggG3pRtBKnnWmZEriIYa0UKuhqReILgi5ZHe26E5cRap4cEmf5BJsHD3jy0j1I2rb1lRrRvcqiKMAs8dYxiVsfcXDHjdrX0gWY-ezVHAB945kM8AixwPVFXuIvythiAkLSQjuC1Th5gOir0kTnFuTU_ZoSMHfohOmRNu4YG5GkwEmgDqCp11R2L6rD_tRhDaQncy6TS2qe9uugSBhaYv0TOCKez_Q-Q1Nm9rC3ofd-oXrQNLw79p8q-qtIYYtIAeaNgopmPzbmZjVo581isQqRe5imwd6uyj1QDk18XMoOsHpenSNKPO4kNJ7npTTO6tWTJtYfh4jA70PZzEai3IdD2k_vgXSOQjYcbQz7jERb-jEdx-i5XtbCQQwetJoHwlYbaw1C1RFaRORCyUq6FAv227UKO9V28PuYmOPylS9CFLbilFIxZ-PrEOO4nOCleD9hn-NTN4d3IAc0kwtDHxpYM8u_Q99tF-nQkokY9VaQnYdWf2DmGXycZyuEwmAOuKZRl_xL0UKZxSd2A2rk_z1HrOvYb8GAbGhLDp1L0Esnr5_-rQefk_mtENvekr6y-hzTqB2l63qv-Fs6EMOon43gBmeYovVRV1iWbYwXKK6uYq9lMfWJZbYfOMT0w12xjKfLsA-0BRg-VM7utUCOzs0EC1bFCjgRvw7k_2px38RAImOdI6BWyQYNpfX-8-dvsfpnzM3TmUO7SNqbuzStfF442MOc0xXWOIz396nWXxTA-j_apbXcKoNFaDJD8CUYYwnONQm4o4zbbaqBooulg6dX-M7O1tYSixCuxJwL5WTkksewzq9CEAdy-_V9EKXjGiiOfnxJgx5WZHJfHulxixcJob7pxKE-w-9lzIn30rQi2rqd39I7NTYKNUiLWZ10iRFH30hEvWk9d3ILaUp6OCRqKDi08BG2rI2gKmdqvaxW1Nww2jncJHnjiXxkw4xLnibRgRoIX_e10TZNYYKKmg8tCAqOjJS-deKQnCQb-ewyjpGPq50EyW_zMrrS7pDRUsSDqH03PcVC4s7I4govta01sP5Z-VV93sahuEXEK2Z_Yl7h9Vy9eD4lyDtMswcOBk4tixm&opi=122715837
https://www.timesunion.com/state/
https://www.timesunion.com/local/
https://www.timesunion.com/hudsonvalley/
https://www.timesunion.com/business/
https://www.timesunion.com/opinion/
https://www.timesunion.com/preview/
https://www.timesunion.com/food/
https://www.timesunion.com/opinion/
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/feed?app_id=480611135405160&link=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesunion.com%2Fopinion%2Farticle%2Fenvironmental-rights-green-amendment-new-york-21280275.php%3Futm_campaign%3DCMS%2520Sharing%2520Tools%2520(Premium)%26utm_source%3Dfacebook.com%26utm_medium%3Dreferral&name=Commentary%3A%20Owasco%20Lake%20case%20highlights%20the%20value%20of%20New%20York%27s%20Green%20Amendment&description=Even%20with%20clear%20science%20and%C2%A0strong%20laws%2C%20environmental%20protection%20projects%20can%20get%20stuck.%20This%20case%20shows%20how%20enshrining%20environmental%20rights%20in%20our%20constitution%20can%20get%20things%20moving%20again.&picture=https%3A%2F%2Fs.hdnux.com%2Fphotos%2F01%2F55%2F53%2F61%2F28753016%2F3%2FrawImage.jpg&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesunion.com%2Fopinion%2Farticle%2Fenvironmental-rights-green-amendment-new-york-21280275.php%3Futm_campaign%3DCMS%2520Sharing%2520Tools%2520(Premium)%26utm_source%3DUTMSOURCE%26utm_medium%3DUTMMEDIUM
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesunion.com%2Fopinion%2Farticle%2Fenvironmental-rights-green-amendment-new-york-21280275.php%3Futm_campaign%3DCMS%2520Sharing%2520Tools%2520(Premium)%26utm_source%3Dt.co%26utm_medium%3Dreferral&text=Commentary%3A%20Owasco%20Lake%20case%20highlights%20the%20value%20of%20New%20York%27s%20Green%20Amendment&via=TimesUnion
https://bsky.app/intent/compose?text=Commentary%3A%20Owasco%20Lake%20case%20highlights%20the%20value%20of%20New%20York%27s%20Green%20Amendment%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesunion.com%2Fopinion%2Farticle%2Fenvironmental-rights-green-amendment-new-york-21280275.php&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesunion.com%2Fopinion%2Farticle%2Fenvironmental-rights-green-amendment-new-york-21280275.php%3Futm_campaign%3DCMS%2520Sharing%2520Tools%2520(Premium)%26utm_source%3Dbsky.app%26utm_medium%3Dreferral
mailto:?subject=Your%20friend%20has%20shared%20a%20Times%20Union%20link%20with%20you%3A&body=Commentary%3A%20Owasco%20Lake%20case%20highlights%20the%20value%20of%20New%20York's%20Green%20Amendment%0A%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesunion.com%2Fopinion%2Farticle%2Fenvironmental-rights-green-amendment-new-york-21280275.php%3Futm_campaign%3DCMS%2520Sharing%2520Tools%2520(Premium)%26utm_source%3Dshare-by-email%26utm_medium%3Demail%0A%0AEven%20with%20clear%20science%20and%C2%A0strong%20laws%2C%20environmental%20protection%20projects%20can%20get%20stuck.%20This%20case%20shows%20how%20enshrining%20environmental%20rights%20in%20our%20constitution%20can%20get%20things%20moving%20again.%0A%0AThis%20message%20was%20sent%20via%20Times%20Union
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssyg9yHZYQZ4Nnh1PSIpwnovR8T9Za-cZ0IIix0lljyCeHdTJSQ2l-dj8nOcUi1etybTUmhfXorrP2oYXH6NZujdqXQ49loyOPKvYz0bs-lQEZKuWV3aF9lGubLX6QLFMCBfoCwUMawkoq6x20AG8PkmlHFPQ3NoH1huDhQdJSeqkpHCnuxBAUWeZZ1ghTeq4ostQPM_c_tMlqBo_gcsXU6VmMlbD1OwGDmwGnSYvCv9JivvjGSkoCW6lM6dv75HTESUdhGw8UQv6QeIrUmZf3veJhTrV8G_L4PC9ULs2pci0Viz5vtHgFiSmsi2fu0PxcAKL6Mc_y0LUD5u3jfuhmtLLYfWX0RKWOZfA95wJnfj920e0xkmW3JQLCtm1v90IRWHplpG18jpgTM2xhQe83LhvQioqlpyypssS_NrRHqmz0JdL4kv4_8ejp9BmqASbhKynYOpfT1gtDzKIfpR8RKwwpchZaBtWAmZ4Pf7N87ZCX8fVMnKhIjVjRKTHGue1Tg3YF6NFJGRPzpVw6EeId31g1LdKXumsdyUPvKSYDTATVBU0TlrPyeRflzgvC0viX-3xmZ07z87JA1GTrpMWTZjfUiq2ySOMGZwtgMocPoNQ7ZgdvNwxew56qiIxsLsRkuPg&sai=AMfl-YQjuK6gQakc5Dwn9W22KJJuccHcoJTiG9GjiQr9WY5oAI6gQVX1ukt_TvJ5eiRYRWy78nXtoV3Qs6RnH_sp6FQ5pclzgc41RLpycxFNrxYHV_kAIP1vD9N-0uKHyySjACaNUo3l9DhkaNnLA2Zuz9hXexN6udT_-0_kNOSXplMWobtTW4qBeUzFEXNyjuKle-MaYBBiqrcJR-xDl6Iwuo9XOQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzLKINCdnYCfX&cry=1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://insight.adsrvr.org/track/clk%3Fimp%3D0893cb0e-793d-4884-ae9d-5f8bd7a3981f%26ag%3D360fpmg%26sfe%3D1b9f8347%26sig%3D8v55KwqVW-QuORn-nbjnIwMSpu3gRTqkOZHaOwRw8vU.%26crid%3Dlnl4e35p%26cf%3D9850868%26fq%3D0%26t%3D1%26td_s%3Dwww.timesunion.com%26rcats%3D%26mste%3D%26mfld%3D4%26mssi%3D%26mfsi%3D%26sv%3Dhearstnewspapers%26uhow%3D87%26agsa%3D%26wp%3D0.5003687%26rgz%3D10118%26dt%3DPC%26osf%3DOSX%26os%3DOSX1015%26br%3DSafari%26svpid%3D1%26rlangs%3Den,os%26mlang%3D%26did%3D%26rcxt%3DOther%26tmpc%3D9.79000000000002%26vrtd%3D%26osi%3D%26osv%3D%26daid%3D%26dnr%3D0%26vpb%3D%26crrelr%3D%26npt%3D%26cc%3D2~KLUv_WMdqREMbgKdDgADEUJREdRuEW5MRXgRlROEy-nB5dqicmuicmy3HJeqBli3GnH2WFW9jB5g3bBY2WJV9RJi8HKZE9VkzlnsPCGHjRw2zCwa8gKUFj1t9jwg75HanLFB5e0h6SOjic9hx6LgJgoAJFtA8VLglqtxrPe_rNN5HtfdPDz_9C_P9C3r9EzffX5DWLLl0hUv0BRFkNKYUSQnA2_VSaHKrEWQrqywAsjRLUOlKYFwbdbYuutWv84cO1uCrLBioEcBiluXDHqt-s8lFhdBamnSevZp554ilrwaxPkRRJh8Sn_Ynqt4BKghySMDbYiUV7hiO8JKh5sHCnIx78v7Ll91qFdk_U4Zmozjqgo3QFdXCwI4_IAFTt_CrSPMaebidANq1AmbXRJs_Zw-zorPQNwlTBolBWWEvzEYhM3uWi0G2LLe6Ol5ZiSqHJjwzerYvPFRhns_fKHPu52CLekNMUb9u-26XriK_7lQ4FnEX5De0tjw2cMWhQyHRoKQ-EuwEhJOsnyc2W96mvIW1MIT7LF-61cQgTFtKC4hb1UJjD0MXzfDow7JUe7rSGeBRTo5882vh-GjKG0mSNhsfQ2BzJZZtKEOajODdv-sJlQ20g4x3AokuZwJ4PzB3g..%26dur%3D1~KLUv_SMFoCgkeC0BAMAKGgoHMzNxN2xqNyACKAU4AEAATcyiukECzHvFGg7gzepwhAw.%26durs%3Dt50qSy%26bdc%3D22%26mk%3DApple%26fpa%3D554%26pcm%3D3%26ict%3DUnknown%26said%3D79d7434a27432f2%26auct%3D1%26tail%3D1%26r%3Dhttps://quote.ahs.com%3F%26utm_source%3Dttd%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_campaign%3Ddsp_prospecting_cpa_ahs_evrg-3pparent-static300x250_standtags_nopro_videochat-cv2_fy26_1.1%2B12.31%26MarketingPartner%3Dttd%26Campaign%3Ddsp_prospecting_cpa_ahs_evrg-3pparent-static300x250_standtags_nopro_videochat-cv2_fy26_1.1%2B12.31%26dclid%3D%25edclid!%26gad_source%3D7%26gad_campaignid%3D23350505682
https://www.timesunion.com/
https://www.timesunion.com/subscribe/?origin=button&variant=standard25_2025&bcvid=c38a4826-9e27-4089-b8b7-ab41436fec1b&bcpurpose=Subscribe

Study after study shows that nutrient pollution from
agriculture feeds these harmful algal blooms and is a key
contributor to the problem. New York law requires the state
Department of Health to prevent the pollution of drinking
water sources using Watershed Rules and Regulations. And
for nearly 10 years, the community in Cayuga County has
diligently engaged in an extensive public process, working
with state regulators, to strengthen pollution controls for

Owasco Lake.

In 2020, following the process set out in the Health
Department’s Environmental Health Manual, the town of
Owasco and the city of Auburn formally requested that the
Department of Health update the Watershed Rules and
Regulations to strengthen measures to reduce nutrient

pollution from farms.

But despite the strong laws, clear science, extensive public
process and extraordinary harms of such algal blooms, the
Department of Health unilaterally and abruptly quashed the
effort to reduce agricultural nutrient pollution and protect
Owasco Lake from the blooms. In late 2023, the DOH
disclaimed authority to impose controls on agriculture and in

2024 the agency announced that it would not update the

rules and regulations for Owasco Lake.

This provides a stark example of how New York’s relatively
strong ecosystem of environmental laws and agencies can
get stuck. There’s no doubt about what needs to happen to
protect Owasco Lake (limit agricultural nutrient pollution)
and no shortage of laws on the books or citizen
commitment. But that wasn’t enough to bring the law to

bear on farmers, a sympathetic and powerful group.

In response to the state’s abrupt abandonment of the years-
long project to protect Owasco Lake, local governments and
the Owasco Watershed Lake Association filed a lawsuit
against the Department of Health. And in July, Judge Keri
Savona ordered the DOH to “work collaboratively with the
Petitioners to draft updated (regulations) that address the
very real problem of nutrient pollution caused by agricultural

practices.”
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The decision rested on administrative law. But from the
outset, Judge Savona framed the case through the lens of
New York’s constitutional environmental rights: “Years of
scientific studies indicate clearly that Owasco Lake is in
crisis due to harmful algal blooms and that a plan needs to
be put into place to remedy this situation. Without such a
plan, the constitutional right to clean water for those
residents whose drinking water is sourced from Owasco will
be violated, as will the rights of those who choose to fish,

swim, boat and otherwise recreate in Owasco Lake.”

Viewing the issues through the lens of environmental rights
clarified what was at stake and its gravity. Importantly,
Judge Savona stated that the DOH's refusal to propose new
rules would degrade the quality of Owasco Lake's water
and that the agency’s continued foot dragging would violate

New Yorkers’ constitutional environmental rights.

Asserting in our constitution that New Yorkers possess
environmental rights doesn’t magically solve complex
environmental challenges, which often demand lengthy
deliberation and tradeoffs. But as this case shows, when we
engage in that deliberation and make hard choices about
tradeoffs, the Green Amendment gives courts a tool to
support the implementation of our environmental laws and

protect our health and environment.

Katrina Fischer Kuh is Haub Distinguished Professor of

Environmental Law and faculty director of the
Environmental Law Program at the Elisabeth Haub School

of Law at Pace University.





